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Announcements 

POINSETTIA SALE If you would like to dedicate a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved 

one, or would simply like to help make the sanctuary festive, fill out an order form and 

turn in with your check. Cost is $8 for one plant or $15 for two. Orders due Nov 30. 

ADULT BIBLE COMMUNITY each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:15. 

We are continuing our new study: Resolving Everyday Conflict. 

VITAMIN DRIVE: GPC’s vitamin drive ends this week. Please make sure your donation of 

hard, chewable, children’s vitamins are dropped off at the church by Wednesday. 

Please speak with Darlene Clagett if you have questions. 

HIGH SCHOOL D-GROUP meets TONIGHT at the Edwards’ from 6-8pm. Bring your Bible! 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: We rehearse every other week and our next rehearsal is Nov 28 at 

the building. For more information or to sign up please contact Michael Kuehn 

(eventhieves@gmail.com). 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PRACTICE will be held during Children’s Church this week. 

SYNERGY CHRISTMAS PARTIES: Preschool and Elementary will have separate parties at 

the same time: Friday, December 2 from 5–7pm. Bring $2 and stocking stuffers; we’ll 

have a Yule Log for supper.  

A DRESS REHEARSAL FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT is scheduled for noon on December 

4. Bring a sack lunch. 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT! Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30pm. Reception will follow.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT COMMUNITIES resume this week from 6 to 7:30 pm. Join us for 

Women’s Bible Study and Prayer, MS Youth, Primary age activities, and Pre-K Groups. 

Nursery is provided. 

LADIES CHRISTMAS PARTY is Saturday, December 3
rd

 from 6:30-8 pm at the home of 

Kristi Maier. 

CANS AND CAROLS will be held December 4
th

 at Redeemer Presbyterian Canned goods 

are the price of admission and will be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. 

GHPS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  is Thursday, December 8, at 6:30 pm. Reception to follow. 

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING: Mark your calendars; we are hosting the following weeks of 

the first half of 2012: Feb 5-12, Apr 8-15, and June 10-17. 

FAMILY PROMISE ANGEL TREE: On the bulletin board by the children’s wing, there are 

opportunities to further give to the families that have recently been part of the family 

promise program. Please take the opportunity to select an angel from the tree, 

purchase the gift that is on the angel, and return the wrapped present (gift receipts are 

a plus!) with the angel taped to the outside of the present to the church office no later 

than Friday, December 16. Please make sure that you sign that you took an angel in the 

corresponding space (each angel has a number on them) so we know who has angels. 

Questions, see Carla in the church office. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER is needed for the 1
st

/2
nd

 Sunday school class. If you are 

interested, please contact Carla. 

2011 FINANCIAL NOTES: Tax-deductible contributions to the church for 2011 must be 

received in the office or postmarked by December 31, 2011. Receipts for any 

reimbursable expenditures for 2011 should be turned in to the office by Monday, 

December 20, 2011. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER In the event of bad weather, please be sure to check WXII, the 

church website or any of our social network updates. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! John Ellis (11/30), Adriana Dell’Arena (12/1), Ethan DeBoer (12/2), and 

Nicole Howard (12/2). 

 

MORE INFORMATION ONLINE 

website ���� gracerkernersville.org 

VISIT US 

twitter ���� @GraceKville 

FOLLOW US 

facebook ���� Grace Presbyterian Church 

BECOME A FAN 

 

Our Sunday Servants 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 

Nursery Coordinator: Gail Adams ���� Nursery Scheduler: Christy Ogburn 

Date Walkers 2-year-olds Children’s Church 

TODAY 
Jeff Greene 

Laura Devonmille 
 

Dec 4 Doug & Nancy Jewell 
Nick & Andrea 

Johnsen 

Nov 

3/4yr Mike Lis & Mona Underhill 

K-2
nd

 Clay & Nicole Howard 

3
rd

-5
th

 Ted & Amy Mead 

Dec 11 Tom and Jean Klinkert 
Gail Kuehn 

Hazel Kuehn 

Dec 18 
Matt Lievens 

Jillian Moore 

Mark & Kristi 

Maier 

Dec 

3/4yr Chris DeBoer & Ethan DeBoer 

K-2
nd

 Karl and Mary Freeman 

3
rd

-5
th

 Larry & Darlene Clagett 

Ushers  Greeters 

Hugh Smith Ben Banks  November: Jewells 

Dave Collins Doug Sonnenburg  December: Plybons 

Matt Lievens Jim Dougherty  January: Becktolds 

Elder Prayer Rotation  Rapid Visitation 

November: Don Bechtold  November: Amy Mead 

December: Larry Clagett  December: Kay Glore 

Deacon 

Today Dec 4 Dec 11 

David Collins Joe Dell’Arena Karl Freeman 

Worship Team 

Michael Kuehn, Zach DeBoer, Jodi Pardue, Cheryl Voss 

Our Church Officers 

Session: Don Bechtold, Randy Edwards, Matt Lievens, Jim Plybon, Wynn Baum, and John DeBoer 

Diaconate: David Collins, Joe Dell’Arena, Jim Dougherty, Karl Freeman, and Chad Sapp 

Church Staff and Extensions 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Randy Edwards, Pastor/Teacher � ext.11 

Carla Collins, Accountant/Children’s Ministry Coordinator/Preschool Director � ext.12 
 

General Fund 
2011 General Fund Budget $323,870 

 budget contributions expenenses 
Need ed to meet 

expenses 

MTD Nov 20 $26,990 $21,593 $22,143 $5,397 

YTD $296,890 $305,428 $292,719 ($8,538) 

Buiding Missions 

MTD Nov 20 $50 MTD Nov 20 $958 
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“Well, these are sobering thoughts, indeed, and we should take them 

seriously—as seriously as we can take any thoughts. The immensely 

difficult trick is to do so without taking ourselves seriously, because one 

could argue that at or near the very heart of our bent wills is a 

determination to uphold our own dignity. Milton tells us that Satan 

decided to rebel against the Almighty because of his sense of ‘injured 

merit’: he was the one who deserved to be named Messiah, not God’s Son 

who surely was chosen not because of his ‘merit’ but on account of some 

divine nepotism. Looked at in the proper way, this idea of Satan’s is simply 

laughable, which is what G.K. Chesterton was indicating in one of his 

wisest aphorisms: ‘Satan fell by force of gravity.’” 

Alan Jacobs, Original Sin 

 

 

Opportunities for Prayer 

If you have a prayer request which you would like to have offered during the 

Pastoral Prayer, please speak with the pastor during the break. 

Elder Prayer: If you would like prayer, Elders are available after the service to 

pray with you 

Men’s Prayer each Friday Morning in the Fellowship Hall from 6-7:15 am. 

 
 

 

 

For the grace of God which brings salvation has 

appeared to all men. 



Preparation and Praise 

PRELUDE 

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 

WELCOME!                                                                                            Don Bechtold 

Pew pads are located along the inside aisle. Please take a moment to let us know that 

you were with us this morning and to tell us how we can help you today. 

OUR HISTORIC FAITH Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 48 

Q123.  What does the second request mean? 

A.  "Your kingdom come" means, Rule us by your Word and Spirit in such a way 

that more an more we submit to you. Keep your church strong, and add to it. 

Destroy the devil's work; destroy every force which revolts against you and 

every conspiracy against your Word. Do this until your kingdom is so 

complete and perfect that in it you are all in all. Ps. 119:5, 105; 143:10; Matt. 6:33; 

Ps. 122:6-9; Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:42-47; Rom. 16:20; 1 John 3:8; Rom. 8:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:28; Rev. 

22:17, 20 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

WORSHIP IN SONG 

O Come, O Come, Emanuel 

Sing 

CONFESSION OF SIN (by a member of Grace) 

Heavenly Father, we have sinned against you. We long for your coming, and yet 

we want you to tarry longer. We want you to be king of our lives, and yet we 

expect that our will be done. We love your promises, and yet we neglect your 

word and ignore your commands. We have become slaves to the worst of 

tyrants—our own selves. Please deliver us. We will never be free until you take 

our wills captive. We will never love you faithfully until you capture our hearts. 

We will never be sober-minded until we’ve drunk from the living water which 

only you can give. And we will never have peace until you wage holy war on our 

rebellious nature. Forgive us for the way we conspire against you and your will as 

we demand life on our terms. Subdue us again through your patient kindness and 

wise discipline that you might be our one and only, our all in all. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PARDON from Isaiah 40:1-5 

“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God. 2 “Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.”  
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation and Praise, continued 

CELEBRATION OF ADVENT                  

Lighting of the Prophecy Candle                                   Coulson and Mimi Mucher 

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS                                               Don Bechtold 

House of God 

Following the offering, children will be dismissed. Nursery is available for children two 

years and under. Children three years of age through fifth grade may go to Children’s 

Church. 

 

Renewal 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Don Bechtold 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 

Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                     Genesis 33:1-11 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and 

four hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel 

and the two female servants.  2 And he put the servants with their children in 

front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all.  3 He himself 

went on before them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came 

near to his brother.  
4  But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed 

him, and they wept.  5 And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and 

children, he said, “Who are these with you?”  

Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.”          
6 Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed down.  7 Leah 

likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel 

drew near, and they bowed down.  
8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that I met?”  

Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 
9 But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for 

yourself.”  
10 Jacob said, “No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my 

present from my hand. For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of 

God, and you have accepted me.  11 Please accept my blessing that is brought to 

you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” 

Thus he urged him, and he took it. 

SERMON                                                                                 Pastor Randy Edwards 

The Gospel According to Jacob: For I Have Seen Your Face 

Response 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.* The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church�, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*By this we mean that Jesus experienced the full condemnation and wrath of God on the cross. 

� “catholic” or “universal”: the church in every place and time. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Behold the Lamb 

MERCY MINISTRIES OFFERING 

And Can It Be 

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Today we receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Grace Presbyterian Church 

welcomes all Christians who both profess faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation 

and who are baptized members of congregations that proclaim the gospel to 

participate and receive the Lord’s Supper today. If you are unable to receive the 

Lord’s Supper today,  please use this time as a time of reflection. 


