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Announcements 

ADULT BIBLE COMMUNITY meets each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall from 

9:30-10:15. We are continuing our new study: Resolving Everyday Conflict. 

HIGH SCHOOL D-GROUP meets tonight at the Edwards’ home from 6-8pm. 

HIGH SCHOOL AFTER-CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS PARTY with Redeemer and Hope 

Churches. Mark your calendar for Dec 28! 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Our next rehearsal is the 19
th

 from 8 to 9pm at the building. For more 

information or to sign up please contact Michael Kuehn (eventhieves@gmail.com). 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT COMMUNITIES have concluded for 2011. See you in 2012. 

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING: Mark your calendars; we are hosting the following 

weeks of the first half of 2012: Feb 5-12, Apr 8-15, and June 10-17. 

FAMILY PROMISE ANGEL TREE: On the bulletin board by the children’s wing, there 

are opportunities to further give to the families that have recently been part of the 

family promise program. Please take the opportunity to select an angel from the 

tree, purchase the gift that is on the angel, and return the wrapped present (gift 

receipts are a plus!) with the angel taped to the outside of the present to the 

church office no later than Friday, December 16. Please make sure that you sign 

that you took an angel in the corresponding space (each angel has a number on 

them) so we know who has angels. Questions, see Carla in the church office. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER is needed for the 1
st

/2
nd

 Sunday school class. If you are 

interested, please contact Carla. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: GPC will host a Candlelight Service from 7-8 

pm on a certain Saturday in December. This will be a family-friendly service. Join us 

with your family and friends as we celebrate the birth of the Messiah. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE: This year Christmas falls on Sunday. We will be worshiping 

together from 10:30 to 11:30. There will be no Sunday School and no Children’s 

Church or Nursery for that Sunday morning. In addition, we will celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper. See you then! 

NEW YEARS SUNDAY their will be no Sunday School. We will gather for 10:30am 

worship only. 

2011 FINANCIAL NOTES: Tax-deductible contributions to the church for 2011 must be 

received in the office or postmarked by December 31, 2011. Receipts for any 

reimbursable expenditures for 2011 should be turned in to the office by Monday, 

December 20, 2011. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING January 15
th

 following the worship service. We will be 

reporting on 2011 budget and plans that we have for 2012. 

MISSIONS WEEKEND: Mark your calendars for the weekend of February 24-25. 

CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED: GPC will be hosting a seven week study on the meaning of 

Christianity beginning in mid-February and continuing through the end of March. 

This study is an excellent introduction or re-introduction to the basic tenets of 

Christianity. This is an open study to any who are interested in learning more. If 

you are interested in participating or have questions, please let Pastor Randy know. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER In the event of bad weather, please be sure to check WXII, the 

church website or any of our social network updates. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Kevin Plybon (12/20); Lee Adams (12/20); McLaren Brieaddy 

(12/21); Randi Bechtold (12/21); Doug Jewell (12/24). 

 

MORE INFORMATION ONLINE 

website ���� gracerkernersville.org 

VISIT US 

twitter ���� @GraceKville 

FOLLOW US 

facebook ���� Grace Presbyterian Church 

BECOME A FAN 

 

Our Sunday Servants 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
Nursery Coordinator: Gail Adams ���� Nursery Scheduler: Christy Ogburn 

Date Walkers 2-year-olds Children’s Church 

TODAY 
Matt Lievens 

Jillian Moore 

Debbie Potts 

& daughters 

Dec 25 
No nursery, family 

friendly service 

No nursery, family 

friendly service 

Dec 

3/4yr Chris DeBoer & Ethan DeBoer 

K-2
nd

 Karl and Mary Freeman 

3
rd

-5
th

 Larry & Darlene Clagett 

Jan 1 
Coulson & Mimi 

Mucher 

Matt & Anna 

Norman 

Jan 8 
Terri Norman 

Asher McClain 

Chris & Christy 

Ogburn 

Jan 

3/4yr Joe DellArena and Debbie Potts 

K-2
nd

 Janice Lievens, Carter and               

Grayson Lievens 

3
rd

-5
th

 Dave and Danielle Wiebking 

Ushers  Greeters 

Hugh Smith Ben Banks  December: Plybons 

Dave Collins Doug Sonnenburg  January: Bechtolds 

Matt Lievens Jim Dougherty  February: Mainharts 

Elder Prayer Rotation  Rapid Visitation 

December: Larry Clagett  December: Kay Glore 

January: Doug Jewell  January: Claudia Plybon 

Deacon 

Today Dec 25 Jan 1 

Chad Sapp Jim Dougherty David Collins 

Worship Team 

Michael Kuehn, Tim Irvin, Zoo, Lee Adams, John DeBoer, Rick Young 

Our Church Officers 

Session: Don Bechtold, Randy Edwards, Matt Lievens, Jim Plybon, Wynn Baum, and John DeBoer 

Diaconate: David Collins, Joe Dell’Arena, Jim Dougherty, Karl Freeman, and Chad Sapp 

Church Staff and Extensions 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Randy Edwards, Pastor/Teacher � ext.11 

Carla Collins, Accountant/Children’s Ministry Coordinator/Preschool Director � ext.12 
 

General Fund 
2011 General Fund Budget $323,870 

 budget contributions expenses 
Needed to meet 

expenses 

MTD Dec 5 $26,990 $17,558 $25,343 $9,432 

YTD $323,870 $325,767 $324,975 ($1,897) 

Buiding  

MTD Dec 5 $50 MTD Dec 5 $416 
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YTD $580 

 

YTD $7,114 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 18, 2011 

“Before the other angels a man might sink: before this he might die, but if he lived at all, he would 

laugh. If you had caught one breath of the air that came from him, you would have felt yourself 

taller than before. Though you were a cripple, your walk would have become stately: though a 

beggar, you would have worn your rags magnanimously. Kingship and power and festal pomp and 

courtesy shot from him as sparks fly from an anvil. The pealing of bells, the blowing of trumpets, 

the spreading out of banners, are means used on earth to make a faint symbol of his quality. It was 

like a long sunlit wave, creamy-crested and arched with emerald, that comes on nine feet tall, with 

roaring and with terror and unquenchable laughter. It was like the first beginning of music in the 

halls of some King so high and at some festival so solemn that a tremor akin to fear runs through 

young hearts when they hear it. For this was the great Glund-Oyarsa, King of Kings, through whom 

the joy of creation principally blows across these fields of Arbol,…. At his coming there was holiday 

in the Blue Room…” 

C.S. Lewis, That Hideous Strength 

 

“And then wonder took him, and a great joy; and he cast his sword up in the sunlight and sang as he 

caught it. And all eyes followed his gaze, and behold! upon the foremost ship a great standard 

broke, and the wind displayed it as she turned towards the Harlond. There flowered a White Tree, 

and that was for Gondor; but Seven Stars were about it, and a high crown above it, the signs of 

Elendil that no lord had borne for years beyond count. And the stars flamed in the sunlight, for they 

were wrought of gems by Arwen daughter of Elrond; and the crown was bright in the morning, for 

it was wrought of mithril and gold. Thus came Aragorn son of Arathorn, Elessar, Isildur's heir, out of 

the Paths of the Dead, borne upon a wind from the Sea to the kingdom of Gondor; and the mirth of 

the Rohirrim was a torrent of laughter and a flashing of swords, and the joy and wonder of the City 

was a music of trumpets and a ringing of bells…” 

J.R.R. Tolkien, The Return of the King 

 

Opportunities for Prayer 

If you have a prayer request which you would like to have offered during the Pastoral 

Prayer, please speak with the pastor during the break. 

Elder Prayer: If you would like prayer, Elders are available after the service to pray with 

you 

Men’s Prayer each Friday Morning in the Fellowship Hall from 6-7:15 am. 
 

 

 

For the grace of God which brings salvation has 

appeared to all men. 



Preparation and Praise 

PRELUDE 

 Emmanuel 

The sights and sounds 

The lights and the crowds 

It must be Christmas again 
 

All this good cheer 

Talk of a new year 

What is this Christmas again? 
 

It’s more than just gifts 

It’s the gift of a king 

The savior was born and changed everything 
 

Joy has a face now 

And mercy a name 

There’s love in His lungs 

And grace in His veins 

Lift up your voices 

On this Christmas morn 

For unto us a child is born 
 

It’s easy to let yourself just forget 

Why this is Christmas at all 
 

But the Lord has come 

In the flesh as a Son 

From the throne to a cattle stall 
 

It’s more than good cheer 

It’s all of our praise 

Our redeemer has come to love, to free, to save 
 

Emmanuel, God with us… 
 

chorus x2 

Emmanuel x2 

WELCOME!                                                                                                               Larry Clagett 

Pew pads are located along the inside aisle. Please take a moment to let us know that 

you were with us this morning and to tell us how we can help you today. 

OUR HISTORIC FAITH          Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 51 

Q126. What does the fifth request mean? 

A. "Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors" means: Because of 

Christ's blood, do not hold against us, poor sinners that we are, any of the sins we 

do or the evil that constantly clings to us. Forgive us just as we are fully 

determined, as evidence of your grace in us, to forgive our neighbors.  
Ps. 51:1-7; 143:2; Rom. 8:1; 1 John 2:1-2 Matt. 6:14-15; 18:21-35 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

WORSHIP THROUGH SONG 

 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 For to Us 

  

 

Preparation and Praise, continued 

CONFESSION OF SIN              (by a member of Grace) 

Heavenly Father, for too many days I have spent too many hours thinking too much about 

myself.  I meditate on how I am doing and not your goodness.  I consider my reputation in 

the eyes of the world and not your grace in my life.  I am more concerned with what my 

brothers think of my gifts than exercising them for your Kingdom.  You have given me a 

desire to serve, but it has become twisted to the point that I want to be famous for my 

humility.  Certainly, all my good works are like filthy rags to you. 

 Father, retrain my focus from my face to yours.  Help me to live without a mirror, 

without a scorecard, without knowing exactly what you are up to in my life.  Change my 

thoughts from anxiety to peace, from self-absorption to selflessness.  Work in me a true 

servant's heart.  Teach me how to love as Jesus loved.  Thank you that in your greatness 

you rule the universe and change my thoughts.  Neither are difficult for you!  I praise you 

for your power and goodness. 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT             Philippians 4:4-8 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to 

all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things.     

CELEBRATION OF ADVENT                                                                             The Irvin Family 

Lighting of the Shepherd Candle                                

 Angels, We Have Heard on High 

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS             Grace choir                                                                  

"O Come To Set Us Free" Arranged By: Mary McDonald   

Following the offering, children will be dismissed. Nursery is available for children two 

years and under. Children three years of age through fifth grade may go to Children’s 

Church. 

 

Renewal 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          Larry Clagett 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                         John 3:16, 17 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17

 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

SERMON                                                                                                Pastor Randy Edwards 

The Joy of the King 

 

Response 

SONGS OF RESPONSE: 

 Emmanuel 

 Sing 

BENEDICTION 

 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 


