ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADULT BIBLE COMMUNITY each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:15.
We are continuing our new study: Resolving Everyday Confflict.

HIGH SCHOOL D-GROUP is going to Cans and Carols. Meet at the Edwards to depart at
6pm. Bring a canned food for admission. Randy will have you home by 9pm.

CHOIR REHEARSAL: We rehearse every other week and our next rehearsal is Nov 28 at
the building. For more information or to sign up please contact Michael Kuehn
(eventhieves@gmail.com).

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PRACTICE will be held during Children’s Church this week.

A DRESS REHEARSAL FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT is scheduled for noon TODAY. Bring
a sack lunch.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT! The Grinch Who Didn’t Steal Christmas. Wednesday, December 7
at 6:30pm. Reception will follow. Cookies or finger foods (there will be no forks!) are
needed for the pageant reception. If you are able, please call Carla at the church office.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT COMMUNITIES have concluded for 2011. See you in 2012.

CANS AND CAROLS will be held TONIGHT at Redeemer Presbyterian Canned goods are
the price of admission and will be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank.

GHPS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM is Thursday, December 8, at 6:30 pm. Reception to follow.

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING: Mark your calendars; we are hosting the following weeks of
the first half of 2012: Feb 5-12, Apr 8-15, and June 10-17.

FAMILY PROMISE ANGEL TREE: On the bulletin board by the children’s wing, there are
opportunities to further give to the families that have recently been part of the family
promise program. Please take the opportunity to select an angel from the tree,
purchase the gift that is on the angel, and return the wrapped present (gift receipts are
a plus!) with the angel taped to the outside of the present to the church office no later

than Friday, December 16. Please make sure that you sign that you took an angel in the
corresponding space (each angel has a number on them) so we know who has angels.
Questions, see Carla in the church office.

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER is needed for the lst/2nd Sunday school class. If you are
interested, please contact Carla.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MCCLAINS! on the birth of Corwin Addison (8lbs 210z) on
November 21 at 1:16pm. We can’t wait to meet him!

GLEN VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH is hosting a two hour seminar as a part of it’s Grief Share
ministry entitled, Surviving the Holidays from 6:15-8:30pm. Arrive early to allow time
for registration. Cost is $5. For more information, please see: www.griefshare/holidays

REDEEMER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: Redeemer School will be holding an Open House on
Thursday, December 8"from 9:15-10:30 AM. This is a great opportunity to learn more
about our philosophy and TK-8 curriculum as well as take a tour and receive
information about enrollment. Please contact the school at 336-724-9460 to RSVP or to
request more information.

2011 FINANCIAL NOTES: Tax-deductible contributions to the church for 2011 must be
received in the office or postmarked by December 31, 2011. Receipts for any
reimbursable expenditures for 2011 should be turned in to the office by Monday,
December 20, 2011.

INCLEMENT WEATHER In the event of bad weather, please be sure to check WXII, the
church website or any of our social network updates.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Beth Collins (12/6); Elias Greene (12/7); and Kelly Young (12/10).

MORE INFORMATION ONLINE

website * gracerkernersville.org  twitter - @GraceKville  facebook * Grace Presbyterian Church

VISIT US FOLLOW US BECOME A FAN

OUR SUNDAY SERVANTS

NURSERY SCHEDULE
Nursery Coordinator: Gail Adams ® Nursery Scheduler: Christy Ogburn

Date Walkers 2-year-olds Children’s Church
TODAY Doug & Nancy Jewell Nlcki::sclrsa Dec 2 ) — S BY l ) — 2 IAN
3/4yr Chris DeBoer & Ethan DeBoer
Gail Kueh K-2"* Karl and Mary Freeman |
Dec 11 Tom and Jean Klinkert an uenn 3.5 Larry & Darlene Clagett
Hazel Kuehn
Dec 18 Matt Lievens Mark & Kristi Jan
Jillian Moore Maier 3/4yr Joe DellArena and Debbie Potts
K-2" Janice Lievens, Carter and
No nursery, family No nursery, family Grayson Lievens
Dec 25 . . . - rd th . . .
friendly service  friendly service 375 Dave and Danielle Wiebking For the grace of God which brings salvation has
Ushers Greeters appeared to all men.
Hugh Smith Ben Banks November: Jewells
Dave Collins Doug Sonnenburg December: Plybons
Matt Lievens Jim Dougherty January: Bechtolds There fared a mother driven forth
. e N s st Out of an inn to roam;
Elder Prayer Rotation Rapid Visitation In the place where she was homeless
November: Don Bechtold November: Amy Mead All men are at home.
The crazy stable close at hand,
December: Larry Clagett December: Kay Glore With shaking timber and shifting sand,
Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand
Deacon Than the square stones of Rome.
Toda Dec 11 Dec 18 For men are homesick in their homes,
—ocay =ecls =ecls And strangers under the sun,
Joe Dell’Arena Karl Ereeman Chad Sapp And they lay their heads in a foreign land
Whenever the day is done.
Worship Team from G.K. Chesterton’s “Christmas Poem”
Wynn Baum, John Devonmille, Chris Hicks, Clay Howard, "Jacob," he said, imploringly. "Old Jacob Marley, tell me more. Speak comfort to me,
Kim Baum, Carla Collins, Cheryl Voss Jacob!"

Our Church Officers

Session: Don Bechtold, Randy Edwards, Matt Lievens, Jim Plybon, Wynn Baum, and John DeBoer
Diaconate: David Collins, Joe Dell’Arena, Jim Dougherty, Karl Freeman, and Chad Sapp

Church Staff and Extensions

"I'have none to give," the Ghost replied. "It comes from other regions, Ebenezer
Scrooge, and is conveyed by other ministers, to other kinds of men. Nor can | tell you
what | would. A very little more is all permitted to me. | cannot rest, | cannot stay, |
cannot linger anywhere. My spirit never walked beyond our counting-house--mark me!--
in life my spirit never roved beyond the narrow limits of our money-changing hole; and

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. weary journeys lie before me!"

Randy Edwards, Pastor/Teacher ® ext.11

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol

Carla Collins, Accountant/Children’s Ministry Coordinator/Preschool Director ® ext.12

General Fund

YTD $530

>

F 2011 General Fund Budget $323,870

= _— Needed to meet OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER

€ budget contributions expenses

a expenses

®  MTD Nov 27 $26,990 $24,354 $28,446 $2,636 If you have a prayer request which you would like to have offered during the
o . .

& YTD $296,890 $308,189 $299,286 ($11,299) Pastoral Prayer, please speék with the pastor durmg.the break. .

£ Elder Prayer: If you would like prayer, Elders are available after the service to
; Buiding Missions pray with you

§ MTD Nov 27 $50 MTD Nov 27 $958 Men's Prayer each Friday Morning in the Fellowship Hall from 6-7:15 am.

; YTD $6,698



PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE
O Holy Night

WELCOME! Larry Clagett

Pew pads are located along the inside aisle. Please take a moment to let us know that
you were with us this morning and to tell us how we can help you today.

OUR HISTORIC FAITH Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 49

Q124. What does the third request mean?

A. "Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" means, Help us and all people
to reject our own wills and to obey your will without any back talk. Your
will alone is good. Help us one and all to carry out the work we are called

to, as willingly and faithfully as the angels in heaven. Matt. 7:21; 16:24-26; Luke
22:42; Rom. 12:1-2; Tit. 2:11-12; 1 Cor. 7:17-24; Eph. 6:5-9; Ps. 103:20-21

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 24

WORSHIP IN SONG
Thou Who Wast Rich

Prince of Peace

CONFESSION OF SIN (by a member of Grace)

Jesus, we come before you admitting we are people who wish to do our own will
rather than allow you to work in our life for your good pleasure. Though we
recognize you have a divine purpose for us, we fail to completely live likewise.
We acknowledge that you have asked of us to glorify you in obedience, but
instead we often deliberately do not pursue that end. We see our ideals and
goals as more important than what you have established for us and are not
willing to submit to the work of your kingdom. We ask you to forgive us for not
doing what is pleasing and acceptable in your sight. Father, heal our wayward
hearts so that we would seek to do your bidding and be devoted to seeking that

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT from Psalm 143:10 and Romans 12:1-2

“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on
level ground.”

Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. Do
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will

is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE, CONTINUED

CELEBRATION OF ADVENT
Lighting of the Bethlehem Candle Alan, Lauren, and Lucas Hicks

O Little Town of Bethlehem

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS Larry Clagett

Awake My Soul

Following the offering, children will be dismissed. Nursery is available for children two
years and under. Children three years of age through fifth grade may go to Children’s
Church.

RENEWAL

GREETING ONE ANOTHER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Larry Clagett

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 35:1-21

Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to
God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.”

? So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign

gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. ’Then come, let
us go up to Bethel, where | will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my

distress and who has been with me wherever | have gone.” *So they gave Jacob all the

foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at
Shechem. ® Then they set out, and the terror of God fell on the towns all around them so

that no one pursued them.

® Jacob and all the people with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of
Canaan. ’ There he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, because it was there
that God revealed himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother.

® Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was buried under the oak outside Bethel. So it

was named Allon Bakuth.

? After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed

him. '° God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your

name will be Israel.” So he named him Israel.

" And God said to him, “l am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation

and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will be among your

descendants. ** The land | gave to Abraham and Isaac | also give to you, and | will give this

land to your descendants after you.” Y Then God went up from him at the place where he
had talked with him.

 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured
out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. ™ Jacob called the place where God had
talked with him Bethel.

®Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath,
Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. 7 And as she was having great
difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for you have another

son.” ® As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni. But his
father named him Benjamin.

% 5o Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 2 Over her
tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb.

! Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder.

SERMON Pastor Randy Edwards
The Gospel According to Jacob: The God Who Answers

RESPONSE

SONG OF RESPONSE
Hear Our Praises

BENEDICTION

SERMON NOTES



