
Announcements 
IN NEED OF PRAYER? Elders are available to pray with you after the service or if you 
desire in your home. Please see the pastor to make arrangements. 

SIGN UP for GPC’S googlegroup page and GPC’s weekly email newsletter, This Week 
@GraceKville, by emailing info@gracekernersville.org. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH TEACHERS NEEDED: Teachers are needed for 3 yr. – K in July, and in 
1st – 3rd grade in March/July. See Lori Dell'Arena if you are interested in teaching. 

GRACE NOTES is Pastor Randy’s blog which you may find on the church website. Pastor 
Randy will be posting weekly about the events and the upcoming worship service. Be 
sure the check it out at www.gracekernersville.org. 

THE JESSE TREE Today is the first Sunday of Advent. As a part of our marking the season, 
the art of children and adults will be on display in the foyer. Take a moment to view the 
work and creativity of our church members who are inviting us to use our imagination as 
we prepare to celebrate the coming of the King of kings and Lord of lords.. 

NO SUNDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP tonight. SNF for the 2019 year concludes next Sunday 
evening from 6:00-7:30pm 

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE will be held on December 24 at 7:00pm. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Adriana Dell’Arena (12/1); Eli Greene (12/7); Elaine Norman (12/7). 

This Week 
www.gracekernersville.org/calendar. 

SUNDAY, December 1 
• No evening activities tonight. 

MONDAY, December 2 
• Sermon Passage Discussion Group at the church building from 2:00-3:00pm. 

TUESDAY, December 3 
• Lunch with Lewis from Noon to 1pm at the Paddison Memorial Library. 

WEDNESDAY, December 4 
• Christianity Explored from 7:00-8:00pm at the home of Ted and Amy Mead. 

THURSDAY, December 5 
• High School Morning Bible Study at the home of Pastor Edwards from 7:30-8:15am. 

FRIDAY, December 6 
• Men’s Prayer from 6:30-7:30am in the church office. 

SUNDAY, December 8 
• Grow in Grace in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:15am 
• Worship Service from 10:30-Noon 
• Sunday Night Fellowship from 6:00-7:30pm 

GPC Financial Report as of October 31, 2019 

Grace Pres 
General Fund 

Budgeted for 
2019 

Budgeted 
YTD 

Offerings 
Received YTD 

Expenses 
YTD 

How Much to 
Meet YTD 

Budget 

Operations $ 309,876 $  258,230 $    241,763   $  256,341 $        16,467 

Missions  $   34,431 $    28,693 $      26,863 $     26,959 $          1,830 

Year Total $344,307 $  286,923 $    268,626 $   283,300 $        18,297 

Monthly Budget as of November 24, 2019 
 November 

Budget  MTD Contributions  
Needed to Meet 

Budget 
Total $    28,692  $      25,692  $        3,000 

Designated Funds as of November 24, 2019 
 MTD 

Offerings 
YTD  

Offerings 
YTD 

Disbursements 
Account 
Balance 

Missions Faith Fund $          520 $      7,585 $      11,623 $        1,660 

Mercy Ministries Fund $    10,350 $    17,106 $        6,876 $      11,689 
Designated Mortgage Reduction $    10,300 $    39,100   $      39,100 $   438,301 
 

Our Sunday Servants 
NURSERY SCHEDULE 

Nursery Scheduler: Lori Dell'Arena 

Date Infant/Toddler 2 Yr Old Children’s Church 

TODAY Greg Ellis 
 

Melanie Stone 
Sigourney McClain 

 

December 
Nursery Coordinator:  Brea 

McClain  
3yr - K:  Angela Bay and 

Timothy Bay  
1st – 3rd: Randi Bechtold  and 

Phoebe Dell’Arena 
Dec 8 Judy Young 

Matt Norman 
Katie & Daniel  

Orlick 

Dec 15 Mike Lis 
Hannah Lis 

January 
Nursery Coordinator: Mary 

Freeman 
3yr - K:  Brea and Sigourney 

McClain 
1st – 3rd: John and Janie 

Hughes 
Dec 22 Debbie Potts 

Janice Lievens Priscilla Flippin 

Deacon on Call  Greeters 

December: John Hughes  December: Tommy & Donna Cox 

January: Karl Freeman  January: David and Carla Collins 

Elder Prayer Rotation  Rapid Visitation 

December: Kevin McClain  December: Janie Hughes 

January: Jim Plybon  January: Claudia Plybon 

Closing 

Today Dec 8 Dec 15 

Randy Edwards David Collins Karl Freeman 

Worship Team 

Randy Edwards, Patrick Freeman, Jonathan Collins, Kim Lis, Maddie Edwards, Jacob Greene 

Our Church Officers and Staff 
Session: Gregory Bay, Don Bechtold, Jim Plybon, Kevin McClain, and Randy Edwards 
Diaconate: David Collins, Jim Dougherty, Karl Freeman, John Hughes, Doug Jewell (emeritus) 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9am until 1:00pm. 
Randy Edwards, Pastor/Teacher � ext.11 
Lori Dell’Arena, Preschool Director/Children’s Ministry /Office Manager � ext.12 

www.gracekernersville.org      More Info Online      info@gracekernersville.org 
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The First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019 

“In speaking of this desire for our own far-off country, which we find in ourselves even 
now, I feel a certain shyness. I am almost committing an indecency. I am trying to rip 
open the inconsolable secret in each one of you—the secret which hurts so much that 
you take your revenge on it by calling it names like Nostalgia and Romanticism and 
Adolescence; the secret also which pierces with such sweetness that when, in very 
intimate conversation, the mention of it becomes imminent, we grow awkward and 
affect to laugh at ourselves; the secret we cannot hide and cannot tell, though we 
desire to do both. We cannot tell it because it is a desire for something that has never 
actually appeared in our experience. We cannot hide it because our experience is 
constantly suggesting it, and we betray ourselves like lovers at the mention of a name. 
Our commonest expedient is to call it beauty and behave as if that had settled the 
matter. Wordsworth’s expedient was to identify it with certain moments in his own 
past. But all this is a cheat. If Wordsworth had gone back to those moments in the 
past, he would not have found the thing itself, but only the reminder of it; what he 
remembered would turn out to be itself a remembering. The books or the music in 
which we thought the beauty was located will betray us if we trust to them; it was not 
in them, it only came through them, and what came through them was longing. These 
things—the beauty, the memory of our own past—are good images of what we really 
desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing itself they turn into dumb idols, breaking 
the hearts of their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; they are only the 
scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from 
a country we have never yet visited.” 

C.S. Lewis, “The Weight of Glory” 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.”                                                                                                                        Luke 15:1-2 

Good Morning! 
WELCOME! Thank you for visiting Grace Kernersville. Please let us know how we may 
be of help by filling out the pew pad as it is passed down your row. 
PRAYER CARDS If the church may pray for you, please fill out a prayer card found in 
the pew pads and place in the basket on the back table. 



	

Preparation and Praise 
PRELUDE 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

OUR HISTORIC FAITH: HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, LORD’S DAY 48 
The Heidelberg Catechism is a teaching tool written by two pastors: Zacharias Ursinus and 
Caspar Olevianus in 1563 and is designed to explain the core of Christian faith over the 
course of a year. The catechism is divided into three sections: our estate of sin and 
misery, how one is set free from sin and misery, and how one thanks God for that 
deliverance. Having set before us the hopelessness of our natural condition, the Person in 
whom we find deliverance, and the Apostolic teaching of the gospel, the Catechism 
explains how one lives in gratitude for the salvation Jesus Christ secures by praying. 

Q123. What does the second request mean? 
A. "Your kingdom come" means, Rule us by your Word and Spirit in such a way 
that more and more we submit to you. Keep your church strong, and add to it. 
Destroy the devil's work; destroy every force which revolts against you and 
every conspiracy against your Word. Do this until your kingdom is so complete 
and perfect that in it you are all in all. 
Ps. 119:5, 105; 143:10; Matt. 6:33; Ps. 122:6-9; Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:42-47 Rom. 16:20; 1 John 3:8; 
Rom. 8:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:28; Rev. 22:17, 20 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Hope Candle)    

CALL TO WORSHIP              Ezekiel 37:21-23 
…then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel 
from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, 
and bring them to their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on 
the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no 
longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile 
themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their 
transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have 
sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

GLORIFYING GOD 
 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT           Psalm 103:1-5 
Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s. 

LIFTING UP OUR HEARTS TO THE LORD 

There is a Land of Pure Delight 

WELCOME ONE ANOTHER 
Children up through 3rd  Grade are dismissed to Children’s Church. Please take a moment 
to welcome one another in the name of the Lord. 

Renewal  
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING         Numbers 13:1-2, 13:17-14:1-4 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a 
man, every one a chief among them.” 3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of 
Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of 
the people of Israel.  

17 Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up into the 
Negeb and go up into the hill country, 18 and see what the land is, and whether the 
people who dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19 and 
whether the land that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they 
dwell in are camps or strongholds, 20 and whether the land is rich or poor, and 
whether there are trees in it or not. Be of good courage and bring some of the fruit of 
the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes. 

21 So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near 
Lebo-hamath. 22 They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, 
and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Hebron was built seven years 
before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from 
there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between 
two of them; they also brought some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called 
the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster that the people of Israel cut down from 
there. 

25 At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they 
came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the 
wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the 
congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, “We came 
to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.       
28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified 
and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the 
Jordan.” 

30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and 
occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up 
with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger 
than we are.” 32 So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that 
they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a 
land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great 
height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the 
Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to 
them.” 

14:1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night.        
2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole 
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would 
that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to 
fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be 
better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us choose a 
leader and go back to Egypt.”  

SERMON                        Pastor Randy Edwards 
The Jesse Tree: Promised Land 

Response 
RESPONDING IN SONG 

There is a Land of Pure Delight 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

OFFERING 
At this time we will be taking up an offering for our General Fund. If giving cash, please 
use the envelopes in the pew pads or note in your check’s memo how we may direct your 
gift. 

  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 

BENEDICTION                   Romans 13:11-12, Revelation 22:20b-2 
The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
 because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  
The night is nearly over;  the day is almost here.  
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

Notes 
 

 
 


