
Announcements 
IN NEED OF PRAYER? Elders are available to pray with you after the service or if you 
desire in your home. Please see the pastor to make arrangements. 

SIGN UP for GPC’S googlegroups page and GPC’s weekly email newsletter, This Week 
@GraceKville, by emailing info@gracekernersville.org. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH TEACHERS NEEDED: Teachers are needed for 3 yr. – K in July, and in 
1st – 3rd grade in March/July. See Lori Dell'Arena if you are interested in teaching. 

KITCHEN GIFT REGISTRY Thank you to all who have purchased items on the Amazon and 
Target registry lists for the church kitchen. There are still items available. If you would 
like to purchase/donate an item or two please contact Janie Hughes 
(jthughes5@gmail.com) for the links. 

THE JESSE TREE Today is the third Sunday of Advent. As a part of our marking the season, 
the art of children and adults will be on display in the foyer. Take a moment to view the 
work and creativity of our church members who are inviting us to use our imagination as 
we prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ. 

GRIEFSHARE is a 13 week group seminar focused on helping people learn how to 
understand their grief from the loss of a loved one or friend. A group will be begin 
meeting on Mon, Jan 13, 2020 at the church building. Sessions will continue weekly on 
Monday from 6:30-8:00 PM. The last meeting will be Mon, April 6. If you think you may 
be interested in participating in this opportunity, or have questions about GriefShare, 
please contact Carolyn or Dick Clatfelter. 

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE will be held on December 24 at 7:00pm. 
GROW IN GRACE GPC’s Sunday School class will be taking Dec 22 and Dec 29 off. Clas 
resumes Jan 5th. 

THE FIRST FAMILY SUNDAY OF 2020 will be Jan. 5th during Grow In Grace at 9:30 am in 
the fellowship hall. All ages are invited to attend to learn more about Epiphany.  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  

This Week 
www.gracekernersville.org/calendar. 

SUNDAY, December 15 
• No Sunday Night Fellowship. SNF resumes January  

MONDAY, December 16 
• Sermon Passage Discussion Group at the church building from 2:00-3:00pm. 

FRIDAY, December 20 
• Men’s Prayer from 6:30-7:30am in the church office. 

SUNDAY, December 22 
• Worship Service from 10:30-Noon 

GPC Financial Report as of October 31, 2019 

Grace Pres 
General Fund 

Budgeted for 
2019 

Budgeted 
YTD 

Offerings 
Received YTD 

Expenses 
YTD 

How Much to 
Meet YTD 

Budget 

Operations $ 309,876 $  258,230 $    241,763   $  256,341 $        16,467 

Missions  $   34,431 $    28,693 $      26,863 $     26,959 $          1,830 

Year Total $344,307 $  286,923 $    268,626 $   283,300 $        18,297 

Monthly Budget as of December 8, 2019 
 December 

Budget  MTD Contributions  
Needed to Meet 

Budget 
Total $    28,692  $      15,993  $        12,699 

Designated Funds as of December 8, 2019 
 MTD 

Offerings 
YTD  

Offerings 
YTD 

Disbursements 
Account 
Balance 

Missions Faith Fund $      1,550 $      9,135 $      11,623 $        3,210 

Mercy Ministries Fund $          360 $    17,466 $        6,876 $      12,049 
Designated Mortgage Reduction $      1,200 $    40,300   $      39,100 $   438,301 
 

Our Sunday Servants 
NURSERY SCHEDULE 

Nursery Scheduler: Lori Dell'Arena 

Date Infant/Toddler 2 Yr Old Children’s Church 

TODAY Mike Lis 
Hannah Lis 

December 
Nursery Coordinator:  Brea 

McClain  
3yr - K:  Angela Bay and 

Timothy Bay  
1st – 3rd: Randi Bechtold  and 

Phoebe Dell’Arena 
Dec 22 Debbie Potts 

Janice Lievens Priscilla Flippin 

Dec 29 Carol & Duncan  
Vincent 

Maddie Edwards 
Adah Freeman 

January 
Nursery Coordinator: Mary 

Freeman 
3yr - K:  Brea and Sigourney 

McClain 
1st – 3rd: John and Janie 

Hughes 
Jan 5   

Deacon on Call  Greeters 

December: John Hughes  December: Tommy & Donna Cox 

January: Karl Freeman  January: David and Carla Collins 

Elder Prayer Rotation  Rapid Visitation 

December: Kevin McClain  December: Janie Hughes 

January: Jim Plybon  January: Claudia Plybon 

Closing 

Today Dec 22 Dec 29 

Karl Freeman Randy Edwards Randy Edwards 

Worship Team 

John Hughes, Taylor Bechtold, Ty Keener Lisa Swope, Kim Lis, and Cheryl Voss 

Our Church Officers and Staff 
Session: Gregory Bay, Don Bechtold, Jim Plybon, Kevin McClain, and Randy Edwards 
Diaconate: David Collins, Jim Dougherty, Karl Freeman, John Hughes, Doug Jewell (emeritus) 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9am until 1:00pm. 
Randy Edwards, Pastor/Teacher � ext.11 
Lori Dell’Arena, Preschool Director/Children’s Ministry /Office Manager � ext.12 
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The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2019 

 

“He without whose divine permission no day completes its course, wished to have one 
of those days for His human birth. In the bosom of His Father He existed before all the 
cycles of the ages. Born of an earthly mother, He entered on the course of the years on 
that very day. The maker of man became man that He ruler of the stars might be 
nourished at the breast, that He the bread might be hungry, that He the fountain might 
thirst, that He the light might sleep, that He the way might be wearied in the journey, 
that He the truth might be accused by false witnesses, that He the judge of the living 
and the dead might be brought to trial by a mortal judge, that He justice itself might be 
condemned by the unjust, that He discipline personified might be scourged with a whip, 
that He the foundation might be suspended on a cross, that He courage incarnate might 
be weak, and He security itself might be wounded, and He life itself might die.”  

Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
 

“[The incarnation] is by far the most amazing miracle in the whole Bible – far more 
amazing than the resurrection and more amazing than the creation of the universe. The 
fact that the infinite, omnipotent, eternal Son of God could become man and join 
Himself to a human nature forever, so that infinite God became one person with finite 
man, will remain for eternity the most profound miracle and the most profound 
mystery in all the universe. 

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 
 

That is why I think this Grand Miracle is the missing chapter in this novel, the chapter on 
which the whole plot turns; that is why I believe that God really has dived down into the 
bottom of creation, and has come up bringing the whole redeemed nature on His 
shoulders. The miracles that have already happened are, of course, as Scripture so 
often says, the first fruits of that cosmic summer which is presently coming on.  

C.S. Lewis, Miracles 

Good Morning! 
WELCOME! Thank you for visiting Grace Kernersville. Please let us know how we may 
be of help by filling out the pew pad as it is passed down your row. 
PRAYER CARDS: If the church may pray for you, please fill out a prayer card found in 
the pew pads and place in the basket on the back table. 

	



Preparation and Praise 
PRELUDE 

Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) 

OUR HISTORIC FAITH: HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, LORD’S DAY 50 
The Heidelberg Catechism is a teaching tool written by two pastors: Zacharias Ursinus and 
Caspar Olevianus in 1563 and is designed to explain the core of Christian faith over the 
course of a year. The catechism is divided into three sections: our estate of sin and 
misery, how one is set free from sin and misery, and how one thanks God for that 
deliverance. Having set before us the hopelessness of our natural condition, the Person in 
whom we find deliverance, and the Apostolic teaching of the gospel, the Catechism 
explains how one lives in gratitude for the salvation Jesus Christ secures by praying. 

Q125. What does the fourth request mean? 

A. "Give us today our daily bread" means, Do take care of all our physical needs so 
that we come to know that you are the only source of everything good, and that 
neither our work and worry nor your gifts can do us any good without your 
blessing. And so help us to give up our trust in creatures and to put trust in you 
alone. 
Ps. 104:27-30; 145:15-16; Matt. 6:25-34; Acts 14:17; 17:25; James 1:17; Deut. 8:3; Ps. 37:16; 127:1-
2; 1 Cor. 15:58; Ps. 55:22; 62; 146; Jer. 17:5-8; Heb. 13:5-6 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Joy Candle)    

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                   Psalm 92:1-5 
It is good to praise the LORD 

  and make music to your name, O Most High, 
2  to proclaim your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night, 
3  to the music of the ten-stringed lyre 
  and the melody of the harp. 
4    For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; 
  I sing for joy at the works of your hands. 
5  How great are your works, O LORD, 
  how profound your thoughts! 

GLORIFYING GOD 

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

Away in a Manger 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT           Psalm 103:1-5 
Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
who satisfies your desires with good things  
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

LIFTING UP OUR HEARTS TO THE LORD 

 With All My Heart 

EYE ON MISSIONS              Josh and Kristi Smith 

WELCOME ONE ANOTHER 
Children up through 2nd  Grade are dismissed to Children’s Church. Primary grades 3rd 
through 6th are welcome to participate in Rooted in Christ, which meets in the Fellowship 
Hall. Please take a moment to welcome one another in the name of the Lord. 

Renewal  
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING               John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.      
8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light 
that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16 From the 
fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him 
known. 

SERMON                  Rev Darin Stone 
The Jesse Tree: Light of the World  

Response 
RESPONDING IN SONG 

 Honor and Praise 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 
At this time we will be taking up an offering for our General Fund and our Missions Faith 
Fund. If giving cash, please use the envelopes in the pew pads or note in your check’s 
memo how we may direct your gift. 

 I Cannot Tell 

BENEDICTION                   Romans 13:11-12, Revelation 22:20b-2 
The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
 because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  
The night is nearly over;  the day is almost here.  
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people 
 Amen. 

Notes 
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