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March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing to update you on how Grace is continuing to responding to the coronavirus 
pandemic. In response to the increased concern of infection and the strain it will put on our 
medical infrastructure, Grace Kernersville will not be meeting at the building for public worship 
on Sundays until further notice. I say, “until further notice” because we continue in a situation 
which is evolving. The initial two-week step of social distancing and testing will only give us a 
more clear picture of what is happening. It will not be the conclusion. We will be waiting to see 
how this plays out, and we will be following the directives of our government health agencies as 
well as the guidance of our congregation’s health professionals. Because of the ongoing 
changing activity, I plan on sending out an update like this at the end of each week. 
 
As a church, this presents us with some significant challenges. The body of Christ is not merely 
a Spiritual identity, but it is an incarnated reality. We are the body of Christ as Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 12:27 and each one is a part of it. So, how can we be the body of Christ when we 
are not gathering together? 
 
Here are ways in which we are responding. 
 

1. Sunday Worship. On Sunday Grace will be offering a video broadcast of worship at 
10:30am on the Grace Kernersville YouTube Channel. Please stay home and stay 
healthy. Only those persons necessary to lead worship or to run the technology needed 
to broadcast the service need be there. 

2. ZOOM Meetings. One of our members, Ted Mead works with ZOOM which is an online 
video conferencing app. I believe this will be a great way for us to visually connect and 
catch up. New technologies can be intimidating, but the app is easy to navigate and I 
encourage you to make use of it in your prayer meetings and small groups. We have 
used the app with our Lent and Lunch with Lewis groups that have been reading through 
C.S. Lewis’, The Last Battle. In addition, we will be using the app for daily check-ins, 
Sunday School, and Men’s Prayer. 

○ About the Daily Check-ins. I will begin offering Daily Check-ins beginning today 
via ZOOM. I will send out an invitation link via the googlegroups email. Drop in 
and hang out, let us know how you’re doing and what you’re doing. Once you 
receive the email invitation, you may click the link provided and it will either 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdHwVHsQoCvpURxsURQdM0g?view_as=subscriber
https://zoom.us/


prompt you to download the app or you view through your internet browser. This 
is a great way to connect face to face albeit virtually. 

○ About Sunday School. Grace will be offering Sunday School through ZOOM as 
well. We will send out an email invitation on Saturday night with a link to access 
the next morning’s class. Gregory Bay will be continuing his study of the book of 
Leviticus. You may be saying, Leviticus? Yes, Leviticus. It’s great stuff! Gregory 
and I will be doing a test run on Friday at 2:00pm. This will allow us to play with 
the app and get familiar with it. The invitation to this meeting is included in the 
attached email. Join us if you’re able and would like to check it out. 

3. The Church Session is available to provide counsel and prayer. You may reach any 
of the elders by cell or text via the contact numbers below. 

○ Randy Edwards,  
○ Gregory Bay,  
○ Don Bechtold, 
○ Jim Plybon,  
○ Kevin McClain,  

4. Congregational Care. A Care Team is working to reach out to the congregation. I hope 
that in the next week, you will have received a call to see how you’re doing and whether 
you have any needs or resources to offer. We will also be using this time to see if we 
have the correct contact information. We do not want people to be missed. If you are 
aware of someone you believe is being overlooked, please reach out to any leader. 

5. Giving Online. Because we are not meeting together physically, we obviously will not be 
collecting an offering during the worship service. Church expenses and support 
continues. You may always post your check by mail. In addition, you may give through 
your bank. Should you have any questions about ways to give or how to set up giving 
through your bank, please speak with Carla Collins at  

6. Mercy MInistries. The deacons are available to assist as well. Should you or someone 
you know need assistance through the Mercy Ministries Fund or other assistance, 
please speak with one the deacons. Their contact numbers are below and you may 
reach them by voice or text. 

○ David Collins,  
○ Jim Dougherty,  
○ Karl Freeman,  
○ John Hughes, 

 
Lastly, some other ideas are in the works to help us connect. I will be in touch about those soon. 
We are all trying to adjust, and I appreciate your ideas and assistance. It is inspiring and 
encouraging to hear of and witness the kindnesses you are sharing. As you continue, please be 
lifting one another up in prayer. 
 
Grace, 
 
Pastor Randy Edwards 
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