
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship.    ·     Witness.  ·    Walk in Love 
We long to see the grace of God magnified as he transforms us into a community that  

worships, witnesses, and walks in love. 

Eastertide 
May 3, 2020 

 

Preparation and Praise 

PRELUDE 
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

OUR HISTORIC FAITH: HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, LORD’S DAY 18 

Q46. What do you mean by saying, "He ascended to heaven"? 
A. That Christ, while his disciples watched, was lifted up from the earth to heaven and will be there for our 
good until he comes again to judge the living and the dead. 
Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-11; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 4:8-10; Heb. 7:23-25; 9:24; Acts 1:11 

Q47. But isn't Christ with us until the end of the world as he promised us? 
A. Christ is truly human and truly God. In his human nature Christ is not now on earth; but in his divinity, 
majesty, grace, and Spirit he is not absent from us for a moment. 
Matt. 28:20; Acts 1:9-11; 3:19-21; Matt. 28:18-20; John 14:16-19 

Q48. If his humanity is not present wherever his divinity is, then aren't the two natures of Christ separated 
from each other? 
A. Certainly not. Since divinity is not limited and is present everywhere, it is evident that Christ's divinity is 
surely beyond the bounds of the humanity he has taken on, but at the same time his divinity is in and 
remains personally united to his humanity. 
Jer. 23:23-24; Acts 7:48-49 (Isa. 66:1); John 1:14; 3:13; Col. 2:9 

Q49. How does Christ's ascension to heaven benefit us? 
A. First, he pleads our cause in heaven in the presence of his Father. Second, we have our own flesh in 
heaven: a guarantee that Christ our head will take us, his members, to himself in heaven. Third, he sends 
his Spirit to us on earth as a further guarantee. By the Spirit's power we make the goal of our lives, not 
earthly things, but the things above where Christ is, sitting at God's right hand. 
Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1; John 14:2; 17:24; Eph. 2:4-6; John 14:16; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5; Col. 3:1-4 

CALL TO WORSHIP        Psalm 149:1 (The Message) 
Hallelujah! Sing to God a brand-new song, praise him in the company of all who love him. 

GLORIFYING GOD 
Sovereign Over Us 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT       Psalm 31:21-23 
Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me when I was in a besieged city. 



 

 

In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!”  
Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help. Love the LORD, all his saints! 
The LORD preserves the faithful. 

LIFTING UP OUR HEARTS TO THE LORD 
Lord, I Need You 

Renewal 
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 

SCRIPTURE READING          Galatians 2:1-10 
Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up 
because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 
that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, 
who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers 
secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring 
us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might 
be preserved for you. 6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; 
God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they 
saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the 
gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked 
also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we 
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing 
I was eager to do. 

SERMON    The Free Life: Free Not to Yield   Pastor Randy Edwards 

Response 

RESPONDING IN SONG 
Grace Alone 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

OFFERING 
Rejoice! 

BENEDICTION                   Numbers 6:24-26, 1 John 3:1a 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
How great is the love that the Father has lavished on us that we should be called his children. 
And that is what we are! 




