
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 

 
May 23, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is hard to believe that it has been two month since our last letter communication. 
The Session has continued to meet regularly, to pray, and discuss how to lead and minister to 
the congregation. Through Holy Week, Easter, and the season of Eastertide, we have been 
growing in our capabilities to make use of available technologies. That these technologies (with 
which we had no previous experience) have now become routine is remarkable. Our volunteers 
who have helped lead and work behind the scenes in order for our congregation to continue 
ministering to the community fills me with gratitude, and the levels, degrees, and lengths to 
which you’ve gone to love one another is beautiful to witness. 
 
Yesterday, May 22, North Carolina entered a modified Phase 2 which continues the re-opening 
process. A week earlier a Federal judge struck down the portion of Governor Cooper’s 
executive order limiting gatherings for houses of worship. Both of these events have led to 
discussion among the church leadership as to how Grace Kernersville moves forward into 
normalizing and returning to gathered, corporate worship. 
 
Firstly, though we may have no legal restrictions in meeting, we may have other considerations 
that influence our decision to gather for corporate worship. The Session’s concern is two-fold. 
The first is, things are still unfolding. We know more than we did two months ago and with the 
move into Phase 2, it seems likely that we will learn more. We are, however, still learning about 
the virus, its transmission, short and long-term health impacts, etc….  Secondly, the health 
professionals with whom both the church’s Safety Team and the Session have consulted remain 
very concerned regarding the danger an outbreak poses to the community. Because of these 
two concerns, the Session is being cautious and is taking a conservative approach. Session is 
and will be monitoring the impact which Phase 2 has on our community and how the impact 
effects us. 
 
In the initial phased openings planned by Governor Cooper, Phase 2 is predicted to last four to 
six weeks. Session believes this a good guide to follow in consideration of how we move 
forward. Session’s next stated meeting is June 15 which falls at the beginning of the fourth week 
of Phase 2. At that time, we will begin consulting with the Safety Team as to when we may be 
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opening. As things look at this time, the earliest date in which we would gather for corporate 
worship would be July 5. I know that this may be discouraging news for some, but I hope you 
also hear the concern and love the Session has for the congregation. There is nothing that they 
desire more than for us all to be gathered together to worship Jesus. To love God and love one 
another is the motivation behind their reasoning. 
 
There is more to be said and communicate, and you may look for further communication in the 
next day and weeks. As you consider this news this Memorial Day weekend, I would like you to 
consider reading through and meditating on Romans 12:11-21. My wife, Jennifer, has drawn my 
attention to Eugene Peterson’s rendering in The Message, which reads, 

Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, 
cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the harder. Help needy Christians; 
be inventive in hospitality. 

Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy friends 
when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with each other; don’t be 
stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody. 

Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get along with 
everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says 
God. “I’ll take care of it.” 

Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch, or 
if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with goodness. Don’t let 
evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good. 

Jennifer specifically directed my attention to the translation of verse 13 (“seek to show 
hospitality”) as “be inventive in hospitality.” In the next few weeks, we will need to endeavor to 
be inventive in hospitality. Simply because we will not be meeting for corporate worship inside, 
does not mean that there is not opportunity for us to be creative in the ways we connect with 
one another to laugh and cry. I will be in touch later today about an opportunity Jennifer an I 
planning for Monday. 
 
Lastly, I would like to reiterate that the Session is available for prayer and counsel. You may 
reach any of the elders by cell or text via the contact numbers below. 

○ Randy Edwards, 336-749-1857. 
○ Gregory Bay, 1 (919) 410-0197 
○ Don Bechtold, 336-473-2040 
○ Jim Plybon, 336-978-4727 
○ Kevin McClain, 336-420-9976 

 
Grace upon grace, 
 
Pastor Randy Edwards 
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