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From the fullness of His grace we have received one blessing after another.  John 1:16 

October 16, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thirty-one weeks. It will have been thirty-one weeks since we have gathered inside for corporate 
worship, and I am grateful for this next step and for our continued gathering. With this next change, 
I’d like to give you a bit of a heads up on what to expect. 

Firstly, our inside service will be much like what we have done in the picnic shelter since July. 
We will continue to practice social distancing and mask wearing. The format of the service will 
remain mostly the same, and we will live stream this service rather than prerecord. Granted the 
service will be available to view on Vimeo, Facebook and YouTube later, but there is something 
significant for me to think of us meeting at the same time even if we can’t all be in the same place. 
Worship will be at 11:00am, and for a number of reasons, we need to start promptly.  

Because we desire to mitigate against the transmission of COVID, we are asking that you 
move from the foyer space into the sanctuary, and once in the sanctuary to spread out as you are 
able. Upon entering the sanctuary you will see that the chairs are spread out quite a distance from 
each other. This will allow us to keep our family groups together but also to have 8-12 feet between 
rows. And let me say this as well, it will likely be awkward. We are doing something that we haven’t 
done in over six months, but please remember that the grace of God breaks in and provides in the 
gap between the realities we face and that for which we long. We don’t need to pray that God will 
show up. He has promised that already. What we need to do is to show up prepared that the Lord 
will do what he has promised. 

One piece we are adding on Sunday during the worship service is Rooted in Christ. Two years 
ago, Pinkney Greene and Jennifer Edwards began leading this time for older primary grades in the 
Library. Rooted in Christ has been working on making Jesse Tree ornaments, and since we stopped in 
March, each student has quite of few to make before Christmas this year. Pinkney and Jennifer have 
agree to offer Rooted in Christ each week until Christmas. This will be a blessing for our children and 
will give us all something to work towards. The Jesse Tree is a great opportunity for us to minister to 
our children. Info was included this week’s e-newsletter, This Week at Grace Kernersville. Primary 
grade children will be dismissed to Rooted in Christ just prior to the sermon. In addition the teaching 
time and making instructions will be available online. If you are unable to come on Sunday, please 
speak with Pinkney or Jennifer and you may arrange to pick up your weekly construction packet. 

When the service is complete, we ask the last rows to exit first followed by each section 
moving forward. The goal here is to avoid too much grouping at the doors. Please move to the front 
porch area or even the picnic shelter to visit. While the weather is still nice, maybe you’d like bring a 
picnic lunch, and we can sit in the shelter and visit. 

Sunday School continues but the start time will change to 9:30am. We will offer an onsite 
option in the Sanctuary as well as a virtual option via ZOOM. The ZOOM room will open around 
9:15am in order to visit and share prayer requests. Sunday school will end by 10:30 to allow for a 
transition to the worship service. If coming for Sunday School and staying for worship, we ask that 
you continue in your same seat for that Sunday. 



 
 

Because we will be offering the sacrament each week, we do not want to exclude any who 
would like to receive the Lord’s Supper. In order to provide the sacrament for those who will not be 
able to attend the service, we will offer a drive through option on Sundays following the service from 
Noon to 12:30pm. Please enter the parking lot of Hopkins, turn into the right side parking lot, and 
you will see us stationed at the end of the sidewalk area so that you may receive the elements, be 
prayed for, and when finished, exit via Cathi Lane. By way of instruction, the sacrament is to be 
coupled with the preached gospel, if receiving the sacrament, we expect that you have watched the 
live-stream and have participated in that Sunday’s worship service. The sacrament then, becomes 
the expression of our unity in Christ as well as the meal through which he pledges to feed and 
nourish us by his Spirit and through the gospel. 

Lastly, may I just say how blessed I am by you all. This past year has been difficult on so many 
fronts and with all that is going on in the world and in our country it has left me feeling a bit 
unmoored. Your patience, kindness, concern, and willingness to serve has been inspiring to me. I am 
so appreciative of your prayers on our behalf, and I pray for you too that though we may feel 
disoriented, the Lord would show himself present as the anchor of our hope and the One who shall 
be with us wherever we find ourselves. 
 
Grace upon grace, 
 


